
2017 Journey of Hearts and Hands: 
Grateful to God….Generous to Neighbour 
Commitment Weekend 

Good Morning, My name is Michele Ricard and I am member of Parish Council. I have been part of this 

community for two years and am honoured and privileged to stand up in front of you to talk about the 

2017 Diocesan Appeal. Before I begin, I would like to share a story that will tell you exactly why I used 

the words honoured and privileged.  

Just over a month ago, my Father died unexpectedly and as you can imagine, it was quite a shock for my 

entire family. At the Funeral Mass, I learned about a side of my father that I never knew and that was his 

generosity to his Church community through his donations of time, talent and money. It was a surprise 

to me as Dad never mentioned how involved he was with the Church. I was so very proud of him and in 

my heart, knew that I would like to carry on his legacy, and here was my chance to give back when called 

upon. 

Secondly, upon hearing about my Father’s passing, parishioners at Sacred Heart were quick to provide 

support and solace.  I was not only touched by the outpouring of their support, but truly knew that I was 

lucky to belong to such a warm and generous community.  

When Father asked me to speak to you today, I admit I didn’t readily jump at the chance, but after quick 

reflection, I knew this was my opportunity to honour the memory of my Dad and to honour all those 

that reached out to me, by speaking to you about the Appeal this morning. 

Today is Commitment Sunday for the Appeal. We are grateful to God for all that has been provided to us 

and we are called to respond generously to our neighbour. God’s mercy and love encourages us to be 

willing stewards of the gifts that we have received. As Christ’s disciples, we all share in the mission of the 

Diocese of Victoria. Many thanks to all those who have completed a pledge and moved us closer to our 

goal as a parish family. 

This year’s theme is Grateful to God…Generous to Neighbour, emphasizing that we are grateful for all 

that God has given us; generously respond to our neighbour and work together to accomplish that 

which we cannot do alone. 

Great things have been accomplished already and our continued support will ensure that we have a 

vibrant and healthy Church for our future generations. 

I am helping Father and the parish in the appeal because it is an opportunity to have a positive effect on 

our parish and the ministries of our local Church. The Annual Appeal supports our parishes and 

parishioners across the Diocese, along with the Diocesan initiatives and programs that make a 



difference. It educates our adults, children and future generations about our faith; it assists those in 

need, and who require support; and helps those who hear the calling to serve. 

What does the Appeal Support? 

● Parish Share—Payment to Parishes for support of local initiatives 

● Retired Clergy 

● First Nations Support 

● Parish Mission Outreach 

● Education 

● Youth Ministry  

This year the overall Diocesan Goal is $750,000. For Sacred Heart, the goal is $42,000, but more 

importantly, we would like to increase participation in the Appeal and have set are this year’s goal at 

150 donors—which I know we can reach easily. Our parish project this year is the installation of a second 

restroom. 

Monies raised our broken down in the following way: 

Every dollar raised up to the goal – 20% is for the Parish Project 

Every dollar raised above the goal – 80% is for the Parish Project 

Every dollar raised beyond 200% of the goal – 100% is for the Parish Project 

If we reach our goal, we will have $8,000 for our own needs. 

 

In closing, Father David and I are asking you and all parishioners of Sacred Heart parish to make a pledge 

to the Annual Appeal. You can make a difference in the life of our parish and the lives of many people 

throughout Vancouver Island and our surrounding islands. The Appeal affects each every one of us in 

different way, through our local parish project, Religious Education, Youth Ministry, Charitable Outreach 

and Social Ministry; and so much more. When considering your pledge, please contemplate the good 

the Appeal can accomplish through your sacrificial gift. I ask that you be generous and put your faith into 

action. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


